Transarterial and transvenous embolotherapy of arteriovenous fistulas in the transplanted pancreas.
Arteriovenous fistula (AVF) is a rare but well-documented complication of pancreatic allotransplantation. Small, tortuous vessels in the head of the transplanted pancreas may complicate transarterial embolization. The authors recently encountered two women who developed clinical pancreatitis after right pelvic transplant placement with documented AVF in the head of the transplanted pancreas. In the first patient, embolization was successfully performed transarterially. In the second patient, transarterial embolization was not feasible due to the small caliber and extreme tortuosity of the pancreaticoduodenal arcade and transvenous embolic occlusion was successfully performed. Both patients recovered with normalization of enzyme levels and pain reduction.